Formative Assessment

Assessment FOR Learning



“An assessment functions formatively to the extent
that evidence about student achievement
elicited by the assessment is interpreted and
used to make decisions about the next steps Iin
Instruction that are likely to be better, or better
founded, than decisions that would have been
taken in the absence of that evidence.

Formative assessment therefore involves the
creation of, and capitalization upon,
(short, medium and long cycle) in

Instruction with a view to regulating learning *“



Moments of Contingency In

Instruction
 Long-Cycle

e Span: across units, semesters, trimesters
e Length: 4 weeks to 1 year

* Impact: student monitoring; curriculum alignment

« Medium Cycle

e Span: within and between teaching units
e Length: 1-4 weeks

e Impact: improved & student-involved assessment; teacher cognition
about learning

o Short-Cycle

« Span: within and between lessons

» Length: day-by-day (24-48 hours); minute-by-minute (5 seconds — 2
hours)

» Impact: classroom practice; student engagement



5 Key Components
(Strategies)

Clarifying, understanding and sharing learning
iIntentions

Engineering effective classroom discussions,
tasks and activities that elicit evidence of
learning

Providing feedback that moves learners
forward

Activating students as learning resources for
one another

Activating students as owners of their own
learning



1 Big Idea

Use evidence about learning to
adapt instruction to better meet
student needs.



Unpacking Assessment for
Learning

e Key Processes

o Establishing where the learners are In their
learning

» Establishing where they are going
e Working out how to get there

o Participants:
e Teachers
o Student Peers
e L earners
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Key Components (Strategies)
and Examples of Techniques

e Learning Intentions
e Sharing exemplars
 Eliciting evidence
e Mini white-boards
Providing feedback
o Find it & fix it
Students as owners of their learning

e Colored cups

Students as learning resources
* Pre-flight checklist
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